
Archaeological Fieldwalking Survey at Sutterby, Lincolnshire

Sutterby (NGR TF38587241) was probably a thriving village in the medieval and late medieval 
periods but is now largely depopulated with only three dwellings surviving in the village core. The 
church (St John the Baptist) also survives and, although disused, is vested in the Friends of Friend-
less Churches. 
A complex of modern farm buildings has grown up opposite the church. (See Fig. 1)

Fig. 1 Modern Ordnance Survey map of Sutterby

Armstrong’s map of Lincolnshire (1778) shows his standard symbol for a village (a church and six 
blobs) but he records no roads leading to the settlement (Fig 2). It seems fair to assume that Sut-
terby was still a viable village at the time of his map.

Fig. 2 Extract from Captain Andrew Armstrong’s map of Lincolnshire



The first Ordnance Survey map of 1824 (Fig 3) shows a road descending into the village from the 
north and turning sharply to the west (as it still does) but then, after a curious kink, it continues 
west towards Harrington.

Fig 3. Ordnance Survey map of Sutterby 1824

By 1902 the road system has changed to the layout we know today with the road out of Sutterby 
running south to Aswardby (Fig 4) and there is also a path (no longer in existence) shown running 
south from Sutterby to Langton, The road to the west has gone.

Fig 4. Ordnance Survey map of Sutterby 1902



The fieldwalking survey was carried out to investigate the distribution of medieval pottery remain-
ing in the ploughsoil as this may give a clue to the location of some of the dwellings of the lost 
village. The houses of Sutterby were presumably to the east, west and south of the church, but 
the position of the church in the lee of a steep hill make it less likely that settlement spread to the 
north side. However, it should be noted that the 1824 OS map (Fig. 3) shows a lane running to 
two buildings (?dwellings) in this north field.

The field to the west of Sutterby church is known as Church Field, and this was the first survey 
area chosen. The ‘lost’ road to the west once ran through part of this field, perhaps with dwellings 
and associated smallholdings (crofts) along it.

The fieldwalking survey was carried out on 23 February 2014 and 9 March 2014 by volunteers 
of the Spirit of Sutterby Project. (The full objectives of the project can be viewed at http://www.
spiritofsutterby.co.uk/#!main-projects/cnuc)

The field was surveyed into a series of transects (east/west) spaced at 15 metre intervals.
For ease of survey, they were aligned to the cultivation tracks and this resulted in 34 transects 
which were labelled A to Z and AA to AH. Transects were then subdivided into 50m long sections 
called stints. The shape of the field was such that there were seven stints to a transect in the 
north of the field reducing to just one on the final transect (AH). (Fig 5)

Fig 5. Plan of Church Field showing transects and stints

All artefactual material was collected constituting mostly potsherds with some worked flint.
The material was bagged according to transect and stint and was later washed and sorted
by Sutterby volunteers. 

http://www.spiritofsutterby.co.uk/#!main-projects/cnuc
http://www.spiritofsutterby.co.uk/#!main-projects/cnuc


The distribution maps for all pottery is shown at Fig 6 below and Fig 7 shows all the stints with 
more than four potsherds coloured, which gives an idea of the medieval pot distribution and prob-
ably has a relationship to the lost road.

Fig. 6 Distribution of all pottery collected

However it must be stressed that the pottery has not yet been fully analysed and the levels of 
significance chosen are entirely arbitrary at this stage.

Fig 7. Stints with four or more potsherds collected



Flint was also collected and worked flints from Neolithic or Bronze Age activity have also been 
plotted (Fig. 8). At first glance it is likely that this represents a random distribution indicating gener-
alised prehistoric activity in the area.

Fig. 8 Distribution of worked flints



The Finds
The pottery ranged from medieval to post medieval with a small amount of modern material. 
There was no Roman pottery noted. Ceramic building material (CBM) was also collected, but 
mostly comprised drainage pipe. Some roof tile was present.
The most prolific transect (H) yielded 62 potsherds – A sample of collected pot from Transect H is 
shown at Fig 9.

Fig. 9 Some of the pottery from Transect H

There were two unusual finds. A pebble grinding stone or rubber, worn flat on one face and a por-
tion of a whetstone. (See figs 10 & 11)

Fig 10 Grinding stone or rubber

 

Fig 11 Part of a whetstone



A schedule showing the finds from all the transects in the survey is attached at Appendix 1.

At the time of writing, we await detailed analysis of the finds before we can finalise the report of 
the survey. The dating of the finds will give a good idea of the range of centuries during which this 
part of Sutterby was occupied and further refinement of the distribution map will help us to pin-
point the probable areas where medieval dwellings once stood.

Similar survey work can be carried out on the arable fields to the south and east of the church 
which will improve our understanding of the layout of medieval Sutterby. Subject to the permis-
sion of the landowner it is hoped more fieldwalking will take place in autumn 2014 or spring 2015.

Dave Start
for Spirit of Sutterby Project
July 2014



APPENDIX 1
Sutterby Church Field Survey. All Finds
Transect  No of 

stints 
Pot Flint CBM No 

.
CBM
wt(g) 

Other Walker

A 2 1 3 4 165 bone S Hall/D Start
B 7 1 - 20 1107 C Squires
C 7 5 1 2 66 fossil S Phillips
D 7 4 - 5 142 T Taylor
E 7 21 1 5 107 Fe fossil coal glass S Vasey
F 7 34 1 12 186 S Jennings
G 7 20 - 8 324 fossil coal D Wheatley
H 7 63 1 35 1117 glass T Baker
I 6 28 5 8 209 bone glass S Hall
J 6 32 - 9 330 Fe glass bone P Dixon
K 6 28 2 30 1267 coal glass bone pipe pebble 

rubber 
J May

L 6 9 - 14 432 fossil J Wakefield
M 5 21 1 42 1212 slate coal slag P Bankes
N 5 27 - 4 20 coal M Shucksmith
O 5 11 2 4 14 coal bone S Slater
P 5 16 1 13 826 G Wheatley
Q 5 2 1 3 95 V Stonehouse
R 4 6 1 1 35 fossil D Middlehurst
S 4 17 1 2 30 fossil B Clare
T 4 6 - 3 15 slag S Hall
U 4 7 - 2 65 whetstone S Round
V 4 8 1 3 20 C Grey
W 4 6 2 - - R Ward
X 4 6 2 1 44 B King
Y 3 5 - - - M Grey
Z 3 5 - 1 190 fossil slag P Young
AA 3 4 4 2 87 J Hughes
AB 3 3 - 1 140 B Chandler
AC 3 - 1 - - D Stonehouse
AD 2 3 2 1 40 D Wheatley
AE 2 9 6 1 ? slag S Phillips
AF 2 1 - 8 318 D Wheatley
AG 2 4 1 9 193 S Hall
AH 1 3 1 1 20 S Phillips
35 152 416 41 254 8816

C5 absent (presume nil collected)


